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In the MS Word version of the text below, the underlined portion—a hyperlink—was explicitly seen as a clickable link. 

On the conflict between the Lopezes and Marcos due to tax issues
The conflict between the Lopezes and Marcos was due to the ownership of a lubricating oil facility — not taxes — from which the president demanded a 40 percent share, a proposition the Lopezes rejected by offering 15 percent to the president instead.
Historian Joseph Paul Scalice, in his 2017 dissertation on Marcos’ military rule, discussed the tension between the two parties during the 1970 economic crisis:

But in the web version, owing perhaps to HTML coding technicalities, the underlined phrase is not underlined. More so, the color of the font may not be easily recognizable to the reader as a URL given the white background of the website.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Of course for those who know journalism, we know the purposes of these hyperlinks. But for ordinary readers, their eyes may not easily see that this hyperlink is in fact a piece of evidence of the fact-checking done by the news organization. With its web developer, we suggest that Vera Files have these hyperlinks presented more evidently. Doing so also educates readers that these hyperlinks provide evidence to back up your fact checking and research. More importantly, this measure can bolster the editorial transparency of your fact-checking. Examples can include the following (in the context that the background of the website remains white):


Different font, in bold face 	in his 2017 dissertation on Marcos’ military rule,
Different font, with underline 	in his 2017 dissertation on Marcos’ military rule,
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countries, show there was mudslinging from both camps during the campaign, there was no
indication that the Marcos-Lopez tandem launched its attacks from inside Macapagal's camp.

On the conflict between the Lopezes and Marcos due to tax issues

The conflict between the Lopezes and Marcos was due to the ownership of a lubricating oil
facility — not taxes — from which the president demanded a 40 percent share, a proposition
the Lopezes rejected by offering 15 percent to the president instead.

Historian Joseph Paul Scalice, in his 2017 dissertation on Marcos' military rule, discussed the
tension between the two parties during the 1970 economic crisis:

“The business interests of the Lopez family felt the impact of rising prices and they
sought relief from the Marcos government; Marcos in turn sought a larger share of
ownership in a lubricating ofl facility the Lopez brothers were intending to buy. In
exchange for approving the deal he asked for forty percent ownership, but the Lopez
brothers insisted on fifteen percent.”

This rejection resulted in an “open political conflict” between Marcos and the Lopezes during
the first quarter of that year, Scalice said. The president later raised the import tax on crude
oll, significantly increasing the operating costs of then Lopez-owned Meralco.

The lubricating ol factory mentioned in the dissertation, the Philippine Petroleum
Corporation, was “the country’s first lubricating oil base stock refiner,” set up in September
1969 by the Lopezes. It was bought by Pilipinas Shell Petroleum Corporation in the mid-
1980s.

On the Lopezes’ ‘black propaganda’ against Marcos and the shutting
down of ABS-CBN





